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WOMONSP ACE NEWS is a publication of WOMONSP ACE, an organization for lesbians in 
the Edmonton area. The opinions expressed in any issue of WOMONSP ACE NEWS do not 
necessarily reflect the opinion of the Directors or the Editorial Collective. Articles or letters 
to the Editor may be sent to Newsletter / Womonspace, Basement, 9930-106 Street, Edmonton, 
AB 15K 10. All material submitted becomes the property of Womonspace, and the Editorial 
Committee reserves the right to edit for length and content. 
WOMONSPACE NEWS 
EDITORIAL 
Eleven years ago, in December 1982, Womonspace was registered 
as a recreational society. The first issue of Womonspace News was 
published in January 1983. Soon afterward, I wrote my first book 
review, and became involved in many aspects of the newsletter 
production for two years. I'm back, and feeling nostalgic. Many 
things have changed since then. The early Womonspace News was 
available at Flashback, GATE, Every Woman's Place, Common Woman 
Books, and Different Strokes. None of those places are here today. In 
1982 a vote was held at a Womonspace dc.nce about whether or not to 
have strippers. The result was 97 against, 
64 in favour, with heated debate 
continuing for months. 
Other topics from the first year of the 
Jlewsletter are in the forefront yet today. 
Violence against women, homophobia, 
pornography, coming out, lesbian bashiOf, 
and the fight for human rights protection · 
are some of the problems we're still 
dealing with. 
The struggle has been long and hard to 
convince elected officials that inclusion in 
the Alberta Individual Rights Protection 
Act is a necessity. The provincial 
government's recent round table 
discussions on rights for gays and lesbians 
do not inspire much confidence in me. 
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Alberta will likely be the last hold-out of .ill the provinces. There's 
more hope for change at the federal level,. i think. With the election in 
October, anything is possible. One thing I'm sure of is that change will 
come. We can only hope that it will be sooner rather than later. 
Lindy Pratch 
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f.gJ/esick? Girlfriend problems? 
Womonspace presents . .. 
Dear Loretta,-
I have been with my lover for seven 
months. We had a whirlwind romance-love ilt 
first sight, sex on the second date, living 
together three weeks later. The sex was 
frequent and wonderful for a while, but now i : 
seems like our differences are becoming more 
obvious. More and more often it seems like I'm 
getting turned down when I ap-proach her 
sexually. At first I thought I was maybe being 
too demanding, so I backed off a bit. But lately 
it's getting hard to take. Out of every 20 or so 
times I try to start something, it ends in sex 
once (maybe). We even fight about it; most of 
the time when I let her know I'm horny, she 
doesn't even try to hide her irritation, so I get 
pissed off and sleep on the couch. I just don't 
get it. She used to be so warm and receptive, 
and now she doesn't even want to cuddle 
anymore. I don't under-stand why it changed, 
or how we got so off-track with each other. I 
want things to be more like they used to be, but 
I'm not sure how to get there from here. 
Horny and Frustrated 
Dear Horny and Frustrated, 
It sounds like there are a few things 
happening between you, one of which is a lack 
of communication. There is no mention of your 
having discussed this situation with your 
partner (fighting is not always the same as 
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Your questions and letters are 
welcome! Loretta will try to answer 
as many letters as possible. Please 
submit your mail to Loretta Love, 
c/o Womonspace, 9930-106 Street, 
Edmonton AB, T5K 1e7. 
discussing), so I would suggest you do so. It's 
impossible to turn the clock back, so think in 
terms of dealing with the here and now. 
You seem to put a great deal of emphasis 
on the sex act itself, and perhaps this blinds 
you to some of the subtleties of intimacy, such 
as feeling out the other person's state of mind, 
body and heart before trying to "start 
something." Your partner may be resentful that 
you don't allow her the time or the opportunity 
to be the initiator, rather than the one who is 
expected to be receptive. It could be that she 
resists even non-sexual physical intimacy for 
fear it will end up in another sexual battle 
of wills. 
You should definitely back off and get back 
to basics. Are you willing to see yourself 
through her eyes, and try to discover what this 
relationship means to each of you? Do you 
truly love her, or do you want to own her 
sexually? There are more ways of affirming 
love between two people than having sex. In 
fact, if you continue to put your energy into 
seduction rather than honesty, you may 
succeed in driving a permanent wedge 
between you. If this relationship is important, 
you should try to put things into perspective, 
and the best way to do that is communication. 
Best of luck to you. 
Loretta Love 
WOMONSPACE 
ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING 
A new board came together at the 
October 18th Annual General Meeting. Last 
year's board members must have had a good 
time, because most of them are back for a 
second term of office: 
President: Cathy 
V ice-Presiden t: SandraN. 
Volun teer Coordinator: Tina 
Dance Coordinator: Faye 
Eve~ts and P.R. Coordinator: Wray 
Dansereau 
Membership Coordinator: Maureen 
Irwin 
Treasurer: Susan (maybe) 
Newsletter Editor: Lindy Pratch 
Secretary: Vacant (This is the easiest 
job. All you need to do is show up at 
monthly meetings with a paper and pen, 
so how about submitting your name?) 
There are three main committees looking 
for volunteers: the dance, newsletter and 
events committees. There's also an ad hoc 
committee to look into establishing a 
newsletter policy. If you are interested in 
helping out, please leave a message on the 
Womonspace phone line: 425-0511. 
Thanks to Tina and Glory, a detailed 
financial report for the period ending June 
1993 was presented. This is available upon 
request. 
ASWAC NEWS 
Savings! Savings! Savings! Entertainment 
coupon books are now on sale at the ASW AC 
office. Each coupon translates into major 
discounts on fun things to do and buy. A 
portion of the price of the book goes towards 
ASW AC projects. Call 421-0306 for more 
information. 
Be a part of the solution! Join the Alberta 
Status of Women Action Committee. Now 
more than ever, we have to speak out in 
"." numbers as the Unofficial Opposition. Each 
membership is a vote in favour of women's 
rights and human rights in Alberta. Call 
421-0306 for membership information. 
Take Back the Night 1993 T-shirts are still 
available at the ASW AC Edmonton office 
(basement, 9930-106 Street), discounts for 
ASWAC members. Call today-421-0306. 
The new Womanist newspaper is in. Pick 
up your copy of Canada's only national 
feminist newspaper at the Edmonton 
Women's Building. 
NOV. 11, 1995 
AIDS 
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GreatE.~r Edmonton Pride Pages 
Comini~ out soon! A listing of individuals, 
businesse~ and organizations within and 
supportive-of our community. A fund-raiser 
for the Gay and Lesbian Community Centre 
of Edmonton. For information contact Carol 
at 477-0991. 
Catal ystTheatre 
Catalyst is looking for a one night 
encounter fillea! with indiscreet quickies .... 
Loud N'Queer, .1 cabaret evening coming to 
Catalyst Theatre November 28, was created 
to give a unique theatrical voice to the gay 
and lesbian community. Preferred are 
creative, explorative works in development 
written by members of the lesbian and gay 
community. First timers welcome! 
Submissions should be not more than 15 
minutes. 
AIDS Network: Taking It To 
the Sheets 
Join us and talk about relationships, 
sexuality and sex in the face of SfDs and 
AIDS. Explore ideas and fantasies that are 
romantic, erotic and sexy. Invite eight or ten 
or your friends. Qualified facilitators will 
meet you anywhere, anytime (weeknights or 
weekends). Your can also call the Network 
(488-5742) and ask for Heather S. and we will 
put your name on the list for one of our reg-
ularly scheduled workshops. The workshop 
will be based on your specific needs, interests 
and sexual orientation. Donation only. 
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Woman to Womon 
B<p?KS 
106,12404-114 Avenue 
Edmonton AB T5M 3M5 (403) 454-8031 
The new catalogue is now available featuring 
a large selection of lesbian fiction and non-
fiction, 1994 calendars and day books, CDs 
and tapes, lesbian and feminist magazines 
and newsletters. 
A sales table will be available at the 
Womonspace November Dance, the Solstice 
Dance (Riverdale Community Hall) and at 
Boystown every Thursday from November 4 
to December 16,8-10 p.m. The Thursday 
nights at Boystown will be women's night 
and will feature women's music. 
Recommended reading: Stone Butch Blues by 
Leslie Feinberg. A realistic look at life as a 
butch from the 1950's to the '90' s. A real eye-
opener and a great story! (fiction). 
Books make great holiday gifts! 
Woman to Woman Books is a feminist and lesbian 
mail-order book business serving Western Canada 
Thanks, Sheryl 
One of the reasons I became involved 
with Womonspace was because of the 
newsletter. I knew there would always be 
some group to put on dances but the 
presence of an established "voice" for the 
lesbian community of Edmonton was a far 
more fragile commodity. 
When a group of us came forward in the 
spring of 1992 to work for W omonspace, the 
most valuable of volunteers was Sheryl, who 
offered to be the newsletter editor. Sheryl's 
efforts did not simply signal the survival of 
the newsletter, but rather her efforts 
improved the newsletter. Sheryl's editorials 
were a much welcome addition to the 
newsletter. The editorials brought the 
newsletters up a step or two on the scale of 
intere; ting reading and style. Sheryl's 
involvement in the community resulted in a 
very current and up-to-date Events and 
Happenings page. 
Sheryl's contributions were 
supplemented by the behind-the-scenes 
work of her partner Maureen. By now 
Maureen could no doubt find her way to the 
printer blindfolded and has stuffed more 
than her share of envelopes. 
Sheryl's efforts, in regards to the 
newsletter, far exceeded 110% and all of us 
who enjoy the newsletter benefited greatly 
from her efforts. And so, on behalf of 
Womonspace, I would like to thank Sheryl 
and her great partner Maureen, for their role 
in keeping the "voice" speaking out. 
Sandra N., Vice-president, Womonspace 
. .' . 
SKI WEEKEND IN BANFF . 
present 
Ski Weekend in Banff 
January 7-9, 1994 
$149 per person includes; bus; · 
.. aCGOmmodation qnd lift tickets. For 
. more information call . The .G~Y· 
Connection at 433~4635 . · ... . .... . 
Heather Bishop in Concert: 
A Review 
Still riding high on a Blue Jays World 
Series win, I couldn't help being a little 
disappointed by the first half of the concert. It 
seemed a little slow to me (but everything 
seemed slow after watching Joltin' Joe). 
Giving credit where credit is due, Heather 
considered the children in the audience and 
threw a few hand-clapping songs in for them. 
My friend, who wasn't familiar with Heather, 
was amazed at her voice and told me she 
enjoyed the first half. 
I found the second half much more 
invigorating. Starting off with I Want to Be 
Seduced (my all-time personal favourite) and 
followed by Freedom and Lay Me Dawn 
brought me back up again. Heather's 
humourous side shone through with a co-
dependency song which was all so true. So, if 
it's alright with you, I'll end this review. 
Come back soon, Heather! 
Shirl 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Weekly Events 
T Recreational Badminton for Lesbians and 
gays every Friday at Oliver School, 10210-117 
Street. Cost is $1.00. 
T Lesbigay Front Runners. Running club for 
lesbians and gays. Thursdays at 5:30 p.m. and 
Sundays at 10:30 a.m. in front of Kinsmen 
Sports Centre. 
T Darts. Call Snake at 428-8847 or Ray at 
421-4427. 
T Gaywire. A lesbian and gay radio show 
from qSR at the University of Alberta, FM 
88.5. Thursdays from 6-7 p.m. 
T Pink Triangle Youth Group meets every 
Saturday, 8-10 p.m. at GLCCE, 104, 11745 
Jasper A venue. For lesbians and gays 16 to 1R 
years old. 
T Vocal Minority Choir meets to rehearse 
Sundays from 2-4 p.m. at Alberta Theatre 
Arts Centre, 2£1, 10309-107 Street. 
T Metropolitan Community Church. Weekly 
worship, Sundays at 7:15 p.m. Address is 
10086 MacDonald Drive. 
November Events 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 3 
T GLCCE Free Video: Desert Hearts, 104, 
11745 Jasper Avenue, 1:30 p.m. 
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THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 4 
T WOMONSPACE Drop-in. Good 
conversation. Women's Building, 
Basement, 9930-106 Street, 7:30 p.m. 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 7 
T WOMONSP ACE General Meeting, 
Women's Building, 7:30 p.m. 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 10 
T GLCCE Free Video: Fried Green 
Tomatoes, 1:30 p.m. 
NOVEMBER 10-14 
T THE ROOST 9th Annual AIDS 
Benefit, 10345-104 Street. 
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 13 
T WOMONSPACE Volunteer Social, 
Bonnie Doon Hall, 9240-93 Street, 
8 p.m.-1 a.m. By invitation only. 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 17 
T GLCCE Free Video: Other Mothers, 
1:30 p.m. 
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 18 
T WOMEN'S PROGRAM, UNIVERSITY OF 
ALBERT A Free Public Lecture, Fashion 
and Feminism, L2 Humanities Centre, 
U of A, 7:30 p.m. 
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 20 
T WOMONSPACE Dance. Bonnie Doon 
Hall, 9240-93 Street, 8 p.m.-l a.m. 
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 20 
T METROPOLITAN COMMUNITY 
CHURCH Coffee House: Potluck and 
talent night, 10086 MacDonald Drive 
(basement of McDougall Church Annex), 
6:30 p.m. Anyone with talent is welcome 
to entertain. 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 24 
~ GLCCE Free Video: Forbidden Love, 
1:30 p.m. 
NOVEMBER 26-27 
~ EDMONTON VOCAL MINORITY 
Cabaret: A Night Out with Edmonton 
Vocal Minority. Alberta Theatre Arts 
Centre, 10309-107 Street. No host bar, 
7:30 p.m., show at 8:30 p.m. Phone Janet at 
469-6148 for tickets ($8-$12). 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 28 
~ CATALYST THEATRE 
Loud N'queer cabaret, 10943-84 Avenue, 
431-1750. 
December Events 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 2 
~ WOMONSPACE Drop-in. Nice 
womyn. Women's Building, 9930-106 
Street, 7:30 p.m. 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 4 
~ WOMEN'S PROGRAM, UNIVERSITY OF 
ALBERTA Workshop on Lesbian 
Parenting, 1-4 p.m. Cost is $20.00. Phone 
492-3093 to register. 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 5 
~ WOMONSPACE Newsletter Meeting. 
Boystown, 10116-124 Street, noon. 
~ WOMONSPACE General Meeting. 
Women's Building, 7:30 p.m. 
IdONDAY, DECEMBER 6 
,. NATIONAL DAY OF REMEMBRANCE 
AND ACTION ON VIOLENCE 
AGAINST WOMEN Canada Place, 
9700 Jasper Avenue, noon. 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 10 
~ SOLSTICE DANCE Riverdale 
Community HaU, 9231-100 Avenue, 8:30 
p.m.-1 a.m. Smoke- and alcohol-free. All 
women welcome. $7 sliding scale. 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 11 
~ METROPOLITAN COMMUNITY 
CHURCH Christmas Party: Pot luck 
and dancing. Call 429-2321 for more 
information. 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 11 
~ EDMONTON VOCAL MINORITY 
A joint performance with the Rocky 
Mountain Singers in Calgary. Knox 
United Church, 8 p.m. Phone Janet at 
469-6148 for details. 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 18 
~ WOMONSP ACE Dance. Bonnie Doon 
Hall, 9240-93 Street, 8 p.m.-1 a.m. 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 24 
~ METROPOLITAN COMMUNITY 
CHURCH Midnight mass/ service, 
10086 MacDonald Drive. 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 2 
~ WOMONSPACE Newsletter Meeting. 
Boystown, 10116-124 Street, noon. 
THURSDAY, JANUARY 7 
~ WOMONSPACE Drop-in. Nice 
womyn. Women's Building, 9930-106 
Street, 7:30 p.m. 
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INTERNATIONAL 
NEWS 
The Lesbian Space Project 
Sydney, Australia. The Lesbian Space 
Project may be the first of its kind in the 
world. A group of women in Sydney have 
been raising funds for a dyke-friendly 
cultural centre. They envision meeting areas, 
performance and dance space, a library, 
lesbian businesses, pool tables, a garden, art 
gallery and 
cafe. On 
International 
Human 
Rights Day, 
December 
10, a gala 
performance 
night will be 
held in the 
Sydney 
Town Hall. 
Envelopes 
will be opened at this event, and the 
donations toward the Lesbian Space Project 
will be counted. If $250,000 has been raised, 
the project will go ahead. (If funds are 
insufficient, all cheques will be destroyed). 
For more information, you may write the 
LSP at Box 503, Glebe NSW 2037 Australia. 
GAY GAMES 1994 
Meet a World of New People! 
T earn Edmonton is an ongoing sports 
association working on assisting those who 
want to go to Gay Games '94. We have an 
affordable package to offer you, inclusive of 
air, hotel and transfers. 
This tour package flies with Northwest 
Airlines leaVing June 17 (Edmonton-
Minneapolis-New York) and returning June 
27. Accommodations are at the Hotel Wolcott 
on 31st Street and 4th West, three blocks from 
the Empire State Building. Each room has a 
phone, colour TV and air conditioner and 
there is a self-serve laundry on the premises. 
The package includes air transfers from 
LaGuardia airport to the hotel and back, 
ensuring that you and your luggage stay 
together. 
If you bunk four to a room, the cost is only 
$848 per person. Double room occupancy 
works ou t to $979/ person-not bad for 10 
days in New York, 9 for the Gay Games and 
one for the Stonewall March on the UN. If you 
are planning on going but haven't started 
anything concrete, please contact us. We need 
to know who will be joining us and support-
ing the community. A deposit of $100 is all it 
takes to save your seat. BOOK NOW! If you 
have any questions call me, Ladi, at 467-0733. 
Ladi 
. ~pirling J~su~ .. ·. r ....•.••....•....•.... . . 
· Jariu~ry/Feb(1lC)r1JS$J.l~: ·····.· Material cimbe submitted until December 4, 1993~ \ Theme: t . ...... . . . ··< Lesbian Sexual.ity >··· .. ..... .......... ... .. 
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WOMOl\~SPACE 
VOLUNTEER SOCIAL 
. . NOVEMBER 13, 1993 
.RONNIE DOON HALL 
'6 ·P.M.-1 A.M. 
*Music & Dancing *Door Prizes *Cheap Drinks 
If yO\! volunteer~;It9 work a 
dance or other event·ill the past 
·year, .. call th~ Lesbian ·Life Line · 
(425-0511) toreceive 4 tickets for 
you .and your frien<l~toattend 
our volunteer~ocia.t ... .. . 
BY INVITATION ONLY! 
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Whatever Happened to 
The Option Room? 
On August 20 a new gay-positive night 
club opened in the old Crackerjacks site on 
110 Street. For those of you who visited The 
Option Room at Tony c.'s that weekend, 
you would agree that it was a lot of fun, the 
atmosphere very classy without being 
pretentious, and the overall feeling was one 
of freedom. 
However, the good times came to an 
abrupt, unexpected halt Monday morning 
when the managers showed up for work to 
find that the locks had been changed and 
Triple Five (the owners of the building) had 
closed the club down. The rumor mill went 
wild. Many believed that Tony C. had . 
purposefully opened a gay-affiliated night 
club knowing Triple 5 would object, forcing 
a closure, thus giving Tony an out on his 
contract with Triple 5. Members of our 
community should know that this is not 
true, and in fact, Tony is committed to 
opening a new gay night club in Edmonton. 
So, since August 22, Tony C. and Triple 
5 have been in court battling through the 
logistics. What exactly happened in court 
isn't really important any more. What we 
need to know is that Triple 5 made some 
false allegations and the closure of the club 
was unjust. The court, earlier in October, 
ruled in favour of the club. Triple 5 was to 
re-open the doors and let the club function 
fully; not all as easy as it sounds. They 
stalled a lot in handing over the keys, 
making it difficult to believe that it would 
be the end of the trouble between Tony C. 
and Triple 5. 
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Tony and the managers felt that it would 
not be in the best interest of the club to re-
open in the same space without the support 
of the building owners. They are presently 
in the process of purchasing a new building 
that will have nothing to do with Triple 5. 
When the deal has been finalized, there will 
be an announcement c;::; 
and the community 
will be informed. I~ 
They hope to have ~ /Q JO 
everything ready for I. Cd {C;; 
opening Dece~ber 1. ;~ I::J ) .J 
Tony c., Bnan ( : I, 
(0 · R' t / phon oom s . \ -
manager), and all of ~ 
the staff hope the community will 
understand what has been happening and 
continue to be as supportive as they were on 
the original opening weekend. The new club 
plans to have ladies night on Tuesdays with 
all female staff and any suggestions for this 
night will be welcomed by Brian. 
Thank you to all the members of the 
community for the interest in what will 
prove to be Edmonton's hottest gay 
nightclub. 
Your Tuesday Night Bartender 
Gb.YLlNE-.l\IVvv-
486-9661 
\. 
~ _ a central information and voice mailbox servicEL-_ 
Human Rights - and Wrongs 
December 10 is International Human 
Rights Day. This Day marks the signing of 
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
and Freedoms in 1948. One year ago, there 
was a lot of excitement surrounding Human 
Rights Day; the Alberta Human Rights 
Commission had just introduced protection 
for lesbians and gays and then Justice 
Minister, Kim Campbell, put forward the 
inclusion of sexual orientation as a 
amendment to the Canadian Human Rights 
Act. Unfortunately, events and actions in this 
past year have made it clear that lesbians and 
gays in Alberta don't have much cause for 
celebration. 
There is a lot of confusion about human 
rights in Canada. Canadians are actually 
protected by three types of human rights 
legislation: provincial anti-discrimination 
laws which operate in each province and 
territory; the Canadian Human Rights Act 
:CHRA) which applies to areas under federal 
urisdiction; and the Canadian Charter of 
Zights and Freedoms in Part I of the 
:onstitution Act, 1982. There are commissions 
Ir councils (e.g. the Alberta Human Rights 
:ommission) that operate as "watchdogs" 
,ver federal and provincial human rights 
~gislation. These quasi-judicial bodies 
nable individuals to file complaints of 
iscrimination without having to incur the 
~gal costs associated with their complaint. 
he one exception is the Northwest 
~rritories where the Fair Practices Ordinance, 
'hich prohibits discrimination, can only be 
tilized through the courts. Challenges 
nder the Canadian Charter of Rights and 
"eedoms also require a court of law. 
There is a common misconception that 
human rights commissions offer redress for 
any perceived infringement of a person's 
"human rights." The reality is that Canada's 
human rights commissions have very 
sFecific proscribed grounds which can differ 
federally, provincially and inter-
provincially. The overwhelming majority of 
issues that fall under the general rubric of 
human rights (including many in the 
Universal Declaration) are not covered 
under provincial or federal human rights 
legislation. These laws would be more 
appropriately described as anti-
discrimination legislation rather than 
human rights legislation. 
Human rights legislation is a 
government action and any amendments to 
th,~ legislation must be government 
aF?r0ved. Consequently, any amendments 
to th'e CHRA must go through parliament 
and any amendment to the Individual's 
Righis Protection Act (IRP A) must go through 
the Alberta legislature. There is, however, 
an p.xception. As a government action, 
human rights law is under the influence of 
the Charter. Section 52 of the Charter states 
that the Constitution is the supreme law and 
that any law which is inconsistent with it 
will be declared null and void. This has been 
the key to including protection for gays and 
leshians in Canada. The courts have agreed 
that the Charter provides protection for 
lesbians and gays even though it is not 
exp!icitly stated. 
Meadiocre 
Part 1 of2: please see the January/February issue of 
Womonspace NfWS for further discussion ofhow 
human rights legislation affects lesbians and gays. 
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Lesbian Murder Mysteries: A 
Sort of Book Review 
and Jane's continued struggle with grieving 
the death of her partner of several years. 
There's no sex in these books and I've 
Move over V.I. Warshawski, and make asked myself why it matters to me that these 
room for your lesbian sister sleuths. r have to stories are lesbian since, generally, there's 
admit that, after several years of resisting the very Iittl.e mention of anything lesbian in the 
genre (and, in fact, viewing it with some telling of it. But then I figured, my life is the 
disdain)~ I have been bitten by the bug. same way; I live my life as a lesbian but I'm 
"Listen to yourself talking about the killing of not always talking lesbian. The subject comes 
a human being as if it was an accepted, up in the books specifically when Jane visits 
normal practice" I used to say to my friends, her family or Cordelia has a date, and other 
at which point there would be a polite than that, they're just lesbians getting up and 
moment of silence before they \ going to work every day and solving 
returned to their animated chatter. <l~ ov--( • murder mysteries on the side. 
Somehow, I now find myself -J~ \ I thought the books were very 
writing a lesbian murder mystery book " ) ~ well written, the dialogue-which I 
review. This isn't so much a book '\ I I often find stilted and inauthentic-
review, really, as an author review. I ~ r ) especially so. Lots of clues and 
recently devoured three books by Ellen . [lf~ intrigue keep things hopping and 
Hart; Hallowed Murder, Vital Lies and ~ J narrow the list of suspects as the 
Stage Fright, in which we meet • story progresses. The motive behind 
Minneapolis restaurant owner Jane f.~' '" . .. ' :.' the murder is always something much 
Lawless. Jane has an ~ncanny knack for ,!S.': ',,: :. '.: -:., ~ore complex than simple greed or 
havmg some connection to whatever ~ . . ' .... : ." : Jealousy. 
murder it is that takes place. Of course, ~,6"'" Personally, I wouldn't want to be 
she then can't resist getting in there and an acquaintance of Jane's because, like Jessica 
noticing things the police don't and winaing Fletcher of Murder She Wrote, if you're a 
her way through a labyrinth of dues and friend there's a good chance that, at some 
suspects until she comes up with the point, you're going to show up dead. But 
murderer. then there's probably a good chance too that 
jane's longtime friend, Cordelia Thorn, is you'll be immortalized in one of Ellen Hart's 
a larger-than-life thespian type who help novels and "known" by thousands of 
Jane solve the mystery and generally lesbians worldwide. Not a bad way to go. 
wisecracks her way through the story. There 
are other interesting subplots that develop 
further in each novel (which is why you 
might want to read them in the order they 
were written). These include Jane's strained 
relationship with her father, the hostile vibes 
between Jane's father and his sister-in-law, 
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Leslie 
(See also Lindy Pratch's review of 
Hallowed Murder in the May /June 1993 
Wamonspace News). 
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